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Specialty Coffee Association of America and its 
Guilds to lead coffee experience at TED  

The premier ‘ideas’ conference to partner with the world’s largest 
coffee association at upcoming 2013 gatherings 

 

LONG BEACH, Calif. U.S.A. (January 10, 2013) --- The Barista Guild of America and the 
Roasters’ Guild, two organizations of culinary professionals within the Specialty Coffee 
Association of America (SCAA), have agreed to provide the coffee experience for TED2013, the 
influential and exciting conference held annually in Long Beach, California.   

 The Barista Guild will staff a total of 7 cutting edge coffee bars with world-renowned 
barista talent, delivering coffee experiences and insight to TED and TEDActive attendees that 
are equal to the Conference experience.  Coffees will be curated by the Roasters Guild, a 
confederation of artisan roasters dedicated to the creation of extraordinary coffee.  5 state-of-
the-art coffee installations will be located throughout the TED campus in Long Beach, as well as 
2 installations at the TEDActive conference in Palm Springs; both taking place February 25-
March 1, 2013.   

 SCAA’s goal is to give the over 3,000 TED and TEDActive attendees a deeper 
experience of coffee, delivering the caffeine that fuels conversations along with insights about 
coffee’s role as a culinary treasure and unique economic web that connects farmers, artisans, 
and coffee lovers all over the world.  In this way, the SCAA’s coffee program reflects the global 
interconnection that forms the foundation for this year’s TED theme, “The Young, The Wise, the 
Undiscovered”.  
  Coffee service and selection at the TED conference has previously been 
managed by SCAA member Intelligentsia Coffee as well as the recently dissolved Coffee 
Common.    “TED has set the bar extremely high in all areas of its conference and coffee 
selection and service has not been an exception to that rule.” states SCAA Executive Director 



 

 

 

Ric Rhinehart.  “The SCAA, Barista Guild of America and the Roasters Guild share TED’s core 
values of collaboration and the dissemination of knowledge and skill; we’re proud to be able to 
bring the cutting edge of coffee industry knowledge to the premier conference of the world’s 
most innovative and influential individuals.  Building bridges that allow us as an association to 
grow awareness and inspire curiosity of specialty coffee is key to achieving our mission of 
supporting a vibrant specialty coffee industry and is yet another way we can continue to serve 
our membership.” 
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About SCAA 

The Specialty Coffee Association of America (SCAA), is a non-profit trade organization and the world 
recognized leader in coffee knowledge development. With over 9,000 members located in more than 
40 countries, including member companies and their employees, SCAA members represent every 
segment of the specialty coffee industry, including producers, roasters, importers/exporters, retailers, 
manufacturers, baristas and other industry professionals.  For over 30 years, the SCAA has been 
dedicated to creating a vibrant specialty coffee community, recognizing, developing and promoting 
specialty coffee by setting and maintaining quality standards for the industry; conducting research on 
coffee consumption, brewing and perfection of craft; and providing education, training, resources and 
business services for its members.  Visit 3TUwww.scaa.orgU3T. 
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