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Specialty Coffee Association of America Presents 
2012 Recognition Awards to Industry Leaders at  

24th Annual Event in Portland, Oregon 
 
LONG BEACH, Calif. U.S.A. (April 25, 2012) --- Honoring those who contribute their expertise 

to the coffee industry, the Specialty Coffee Association of America (SCAA) announces the 

recipients of its 2012 Recognition Awards. Each year, the SCAA honors outstanding 

achievements in the specialty coffee industry and unique contributions to the association. The 

SCAA’s Recognition Awards are selected by a panel from the SCAA Past President’s Council. 

These leaders have made contributions to the industry, resulting in the development and 

promotion of coffee excellence and sustainability. The 2012 Recognition Award Winners are: 

Lifetime Achievement – Dan Cox 
Dan Cox began his coffee expedition at Green Mountain Coffee Roasters. Starting as a retail 

clerk, he rose to the ranks of Executive Vice President/Partner in 11 years. During this lifelong 

journey, he has been elected President of the SCAA (three times), Chairman of the Coffee 

Development Group, President of the Coffee Kids Advisory Board and Chairman of the Coffee 

Quality Institute. He has visited 19 coffee-producing countries and more than 170 coffee 

roasting facilities worldwide. Dan began his business, Coffee Enterprises, in 1993 and its 

affiliates Coffee Extracts & Ingredients and Coffee Analysts in 1992, and all three companies 

are still thriving today.  In 1996, he co-founded Grounds for Health, a non-profit organization 

where he remains Chairman Emeritus and is currently quite active. He has taught courses at 

culinary schools, is a frequent contributor to industry magazines and is often consulted by 

mainstream media on all things coffee. Outside of the coffee world, Dan was an Army infantry 

officer, Certified EMT, elected Justice of the Peace and was recently voted into the Norwich 

University Sports Hall of Fame for soccer. He views his wife Casey and his daughter Julia as 

his greatest inspiration and his best gifts. 



 

 

 

Distinguished Author – David Schomer    
David Schomer founded Espresso Vivace, Seattle on April 18, 1988. He began with the 

concept that caffe espresso is a new culinary art and has worked tirelessly on this beautiful 

coffee since then. Scanning the Index of Periodical Literature (oh thank god for Google) he 

was shocked that there was no standard technique available. So that is the genesis of “the 

little green book” that he is honored for today. “ Espresso Coffee: Professional Techniques” is 

on its ninth printing in English and is also available in Japanese, Korean and Russian by 

visiting Vivace’s website at www.espressovivace.com.   

 

Service to the Association – Christopher Schooley 
Schooley believes that essential to acquiring a craft, and the surest path towards a deeper 

understanding of it is the sharing of knowledge and experience gained. He is the Chair of the 

Roasters Guild Executive Council and has been deeply enriched by his involvement in the 

greater coffee community. Schooley sees the Roasters Guild as a golden opportunity for the 

exchange of ideas and technique, while stepping out of your comfort zone to better 

understand roasting concepts. Schooley is a coffee roaster who works for Coffee Shrub. 

 
Special Recognition Award – The SCAA First Responders  
This year we are honoring the members of the association who stepped in to aid the 

association during a difficult time in our history. Nearly a decade ago, the SCAA was the 

victim of embezzlement and without the support of these members, this crime could have 

been detrimental to the future of the Association. We thank these individuals and 

organizations who funded the Association during this turbulent time, and recognize that the 

success of the SCAA has been directly related to their selfless actions.  

 

Sustainability Award – Responding to Climate Change: Building Community-Based 
Reliance 
The Specialty Coffee Association of America (SCAA), is pleased to present its 2012 

Sustainability Award to a collaborative project involving Dukunde Kawa Cooperative, 

PROGRESO, REDI and Thanksgiving Coffee Company named Responding to Climate 

Change: Building Community-Based Reliance. This annual award honors individuals, 

businesses and organizations in the specialty coffee industry that have created innovative 

projects to expand and promote sustainability. Learn more at www.theresiliencefund.org.  

http://www.theresiliencefund.org/


 

 

 

### 

About SCAA 

The Specialty Coffee Association of America (SCAA) is the world’s coffee authority and 
largest coffee trade association with nearly 5,000 members including member companies 
and their employees. SCAA members are located in more than 40 countries and represent 
every segment of the specialty coffee industry, including producers, roasters, 
importers/exporters, retailers, manufacturers, baristas and coffee enthusiasts. SCAA is 
dedicated to creating a vibrant specialty coffee community, recognizing, developing and 
promoting specialty coffee by setting and maintaining quality standards for the industry; 
conducting research on coffee, equipment and perfection of craft; and providing education, 
training, resources and business services for its members. Visit www.scaa.org.  

http://www.scaa.org/
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