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Heritage Coffee hires “Heritage & Expertise” in new Vice President of Sales & Marketing 

 

JUNEAU, Alaska (JANUARY 11, 2012) – Alaskan-grown Marie Franklin (formerly Marie Gregovich) is 

bringing her coffee knowledge and industry experience back home. A prominent figure in Portland 

Oregon’s vibrant coffee scene for the last 18 years, Marie now directs her efforts toward growing the 

highly regarded Alaskan coffee roaster, Heritage Coffee Roasting Company. 

 

Marie began her extensive career in coffee at Heritage in 1983 then continued on to Philadelphia-based 

specialty roaster Old City Coffee and Seattle’s Torrefazione Italia. Most recently, Marie served as Director 

of Sales & Marketing for Portland Roasting, the esteemed Oregon roaster known for quality and 

progressive trade practices. Her experience and knowledge helped lead Portland Roasting to receive 

many honors, including of one of the industry’s highest, the prestigious “Roaster of the Year” awarded by 

Roast Magazine.   

 

“These are exciting times for Heritage”, says Grady Saunders, founder and owner. “Marie’s passion for 

great coffee and experience in marketing and sales will be a great boost for the future of the company”.    

 

Marie says that she is not set out to make sweeping changes. “I know Alaska and I love the history that 

this company has.  My goal is to re-connect with the community and continue building on our reputation 

for quality and freshness.” First up for Marie on the marketing front is updating the current website and 

expanding social networking efforts. On the wholesale side, Marie says talking with current customers is 

key. “Heritage coffees are served at so many great Alaskan spots. I look forward to meeting customers 

and understand how serving a great cup of coffee helps their business.”  

 

Heritage Coffee Roasting Company was founded in 1974 as one of Alaska’s first specialty coffee 

roasters.  Heritage Coffee now owns and operates seven unique coffee houses in Juneau. In addition, 

you can enjoy the freshly roasted and expertly brewed coffees at many acclaimed Alaskan 

establishments. Heritage Coffee’s time-honored blends, single origin offerings, organics and new 

Rainforest Alliance Certified coffees can be found at grocery stores throughout Southeast Alaska and on 

their website at www.heritagecoffee.com  

 

Contact: 

Marie Franklin, VP of Sales & Marketing 

marie@heritagecoffee.com 

907-586-1088 x 154 
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